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Dairy Forecasts for 2022 

Based on recent milk producƟon data for 2022‐Q3, the dairy herd size forecast 

for 2022‐Q4 is adjusted downward, but output per cow was raised. Milk cows for 

2022 are projected to average 9.405 million head, 5,000 cows fewer. The average 

milk output per cow in 2022 is projected to be 24,130 pounds per head, 20 

pounds higher.  

The milk producƟon forecast for 2022 was adjusted to 227.0 billion pounds, 0.1 

billion pounds higher. Based on recent trade data for 2022‐Q3, the 2022‐Q4 dairy 

export forecast was revised downward on a milk‐equivalent milk‐fat basis but 

raised on a milk‐equivalent skim‐solid basis. The forecast for 2022 exports on a 

milk‐equivalent milk‐fat basis is adjusted downward to 13.1 (0.4 billion pounds) 

largely on lower exports of buƩer and other buƩerfat products. On a milk equiva‐

lent skim‐solids basis, the export forecast for 2022 has been raised by 0.2 billion 

pounds to 52.4 billion due to higher expected exports of dry skim milk products 

and lactose.  

The 2022 forecast for dairy products imports are adjusted lower based on recent 

trade data. On a milk‐equivalent milk‐fat basis, the 2022 projecƟon for dairy 

products imports has been lowered to 7.0 billion pounds (‐0.2 billion) due to low‐

er expected imports of buƩerfat products projected in 2022‐Q4. On a milk‐

equivalent skim‐solids basis, the forecast for 2022 imports is adjusted to 6.4 bil‐

lion pounds, down 0.1 billion pounds.  

Based on 2022‐Q3 quanƟƟes and 2022‐Q4 higher forecasted domesƟc use, the 

2022 forecast for dairy products domesƟc use is adjusted upward. On a milk‐

equivalent milk‐fat basis, the forecast is 220.0 billion pounds, 0.5 billion higher, 

and on a milk‐equivalent skim‐solids basis the forecast is 179.8 billion pounds, 0.6 

billion higher.  
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F.O. 5 STATS FOR  

October 2022: 
 

The Uniform Price  

for October 2022 was $25.80 

per cwt., an increase of $6.10 

from October 2021.  

 

Total Class I Milk 

for October 2022 was 329.7 

million pounds, an increase of 

15.1 million pounds com‐

pared to October 2021.  

 

Class I Utilization  

was 71.59 percent for Octo‐

ber 2022, an decrease of 1.79 

percentage points from Sep‐

tember 2022. 

 

Total Producer Milk  

for October 2022 was 460.6 

million pounds, an increase of 

26.9 million pounds com‐

pared to October 2021. 

Appalachian Statistical Summary 

Milk producƟon in the 24 major States during October to‐

taled 18.1 billion pounds, up 1.4 percent from October 

2021. September revised producƟon, at 17.5 billion pounds, 

was up 1.5 percent from September 2021.  

ProducƟon per cow in the 24 major States averaged 2,021 

pounds for October, 18 pounds above October 2021.  

The number of milk cows on farms in the 24 major States 

was 8.93 million head, 42,000 head more than October 

2021, and 1,000 head more than September 2022. 

October Milk ProducƟon up 1.4% 
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Dairy Outlook, cont’d from pg. 1 

Dairy Forecasts for 2023 

The U.S. dairy herd is projected 10,000 cows fewer in 2023 at 9.415 million head. The 2023 forecast for milk 

per cow is 24,350 pounds, 30 pounds higher. The projecƟon for 2023 milk producƟon remains unchanged at 

229.2 billion pounds.  

Dairy exports are projected higher in 2023. On a milk‐equivalent milk‐fat basis, the export forecast for 2023 is 

12.7 billion pounds, up 0.1 billion due to higher expected exports of cheese and buƩerfat products. On a milk

‐equivalent skim‐solids basis, 2023 dairy exports are projected to total 52.5 billion pounds, 0.3 billion pounds 

higher, due to higher anƟcipated exports of dry skim milk products and dry whey products. On a milk‐

equivalent milk‐fat basis, 2023 dairy products imports are forecast at 7.1 billion pounds, 0.1 billion lower, due 

to lower expected imports of buƩerfat products. On a milk‐equivalent skim‐solids basis, the forecast for 2023 

imports are down 0.1 billion pounds at 6.0 billion pounds. 

 

 

 

USDA received a formal proposal on October 28, 2022, to amend inter‐market transportaƟon credits in the 

Appalachian and Southeast orders and adopt new provisions to establish distribuƟng plant delivery credits in 

the Appalachian, Southeast and Florida orders.  The proposal was submiƩed on behalf of the Dairy Coopera‐

Ɵve MarkeƟng Agency (DCMA), which represents nine cooperaƟves in the region. The proponents contend 

the three southeastern FMMO areas have a chronic milk deficit, creaƟng challenging markeƟng condiƟons to 

ensure the fluid milk needs of the orders are met. The proponents contend that inter‐market transportaƟon 

credits in the Appalachian and Southeast orders and distribuƟng plant delivery credits in the Appalachian, 

Southeast and Florida orders will incenƟvize more orderly movement of milk in the southeast region.  

Based on the informaƟon submiƩed, USDA is considering iniƟaƟon of a rulemaking proceeding that would 

include a public hearing to collect evidence regarding proposed changes to the intermarket transportaƟon 

credits in the Appalachian and Southeast orders and adopƟon of distribuƟng plant delivery credits in the Ap‐

palachian, Southeast, and Florida orders. 

To read more: hƩps://www.ams.usda.gov/rules‐regulaƟons/moa/dairy/peƟƟons 

 

 

A list of pool and payment dates for 2023 are now available on the Appalachian Federal MarkeƟng Order 

website at: hƩps://www.malouisville.com/linkeddocs/Order5PaymentDates2023.pdf 

Livestock, Dairy, and Poultry Outlook, LDP-M-338, November 18 2022, 

USDA, Economic Research Service 

TransportaƟon Credit Proposal: Appalachian, Southeast, and Florida 

2023 Pool and Payment Dates 



1/ Weighted average uniform prices at 3.5% buƩerfat at announced locaƟons. 
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Federal Milk MarkeƟng Order StaƟsƟcs ‐ October 2022 

Federal Order 

Producer 
Deliveries 

Class I 
Producer 
Receipts 

Class I 
UƟlizaƟon 

StaƟsƟcal 
Uniform 

Price 

    Million Pounds Million Pounds Percent $/cwt 

1 Northeast 2,243.8   677.2   30.2 24.77 

5 Appalachian 460.6   329.7   71.6 25.80 

6 Florida 218.3  185.6  85.0 27.70 

7 Southeast 290.3  227.6  78.4 26.28 

30 Upper Midwest 2,875.0  169.0  5.9 22.03 

32 Central 1,334.6  367.6  27.5 22.79 

33 Mideast 1,326.1  522.1  39.4 22.99 

51 California 2,007.5  398.1  19.8 22.88 

124 Pacific Northwest 614.4  136.8  22.3 23.14 

126 Southwest 1,176.9  326.8  27.8 23.38 

131 Arizona 407.8  114.8  28.1 24.11 

  All Orders  12,955.3   3,455.4   26.7 23.38 


