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USDA Issues Final Decision to Amend All Orders

New Framework for Animal Disease Traceability

On February 26, 2010, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture issued a final decision to amend the
producer-handler definition in all federal milk
marketing orders. These amendments were
considered in a recommended decision
published October 21, 2009.

This decision amends the producer-handler
definition of all federal milk marketing orders
to limit exemption from pooling and pricing
provisions of the orders to those producer-
handlers with total route disposition and sales
of packaged fluid milk products to other plants
of 3 million pounds or less per month.

These amendments are subject to producer

approval before they can be implemented
on a permanent basis. The final decision
amends all federal milk marketing orders. Each
amended federal order must be approved
either by two-thirds of producers supplying
milk to the federal order or by producers who
supply two-thirds of  the milk to that order. If
approved, USDA will issue a final rule.

The final decision was published in the March 4
Federal Register.  The final decision is
avai lable on the AMS’ web site:
www.ams.usda.gov/dair y .  Additional
information may also be obtained from this
office by calling (502) 499-0040, or e-mail
friedly@malouisville.com.

On February 5, 2010, Agriculture Secretary
Vilsack announced that USDA will develop a
new, flexible framework for animal disease
traceability in the United States, and undertake
several other actions to further strengthen its
disease prevention and response capabilities.

“After concluding our listening tour on the
National Animal Identification System in 15
cities across the country, receiving thousands of
comments from the public and input from States,
Tribal Nations, industry groups, and
representatives for small and organic farmers, it
is apparent that a new strategy for animal disease
traceability is needed,” said Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack. “I’ve decided to revise
the prior policy and offer a new approach to
animal disease traceability with changes that
respond directly to the feedback we heard.”

The framework, announced at the National
Association of State Departments of
Agriculture (NASDA) Mid-Year meeting,

provides the basic tenets of an improved animal
disease traceability capability in the United
States. USDA’s efforts will:

  � Only apply to animals moved in
interstate commerce;

� Be administered by the States and
Tribal Nations to provide more flexibility;

� Encourage the use of lower-cost
technology; and

� Be implemented transparently
through federal regulations and the full
rulemaking process.

“One of my main goals for this new approach is
to build a collaborative process for shaping and
implementing our framework for animal disease
traceability,” said Vilsack. “We are committed
to working in partnership with States, Tribal

Continued on page 3
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U.S. Monthly Number of Cows, 2007 - 2010 *
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PRICES:  (Base Zone)
Uniform Price $17.35 $17.31 $12.98
Class I Price 18.24 18.43 14.12
Class II Price 15.65 15.22 10.25
Class III Price 14.28 14.50 9.31
Class IV Price 12.90 13.85 9.45

Uniform Skim Milk Price $12.74 $12.47 $9.41
Class I Skim Milk Price 13.67 13.22 10.47
Class II Skim Milk Price 10.97 10.52 6.63
Class III Skim Milk Price 9.57 9.80 5.68
Class IV Skim Milk Price 8.14 9.13 5.82

Uniform Butterfat Price $1.4438 $1.5078 $1.1153
Class I Butterfat Price 1.4430 1.6214 1.1480
Class II Butterfat Price 1.4474 1.4475 1.1011
Class III Butterfat Price 1.4404 1.4405 1.0941
Class IV Butterfat Price 1.4404 1.4405 1.0941

PRODUCER MILK:
Class I 328,788,782 357,520,518 325,825,404
Class II 66,625,081 77,209,742 64,749,937
Class III 26,137,183 25,478,343 43,839,567
Class IV 50,488,952 51,645,413 37,778,618
Total Producer Milk 472,039,998 511,854,016 472,193,526

PERCENT PRODUCER MILK IN:
Class I 69.65 69.85 69.00
Class II 14.11 15.08 13.71
Class III 5.54 4.98 9.29
Class IV 10.70 10.09 8.00
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Appalachian Statistical Summary

January Milk Production Down 0.6%

* Based on entire U.S. production.

Milk production in the 23 major States during January totaled
14.8 billion pounds, down 0.6 percent from January 2009.
December revised production at 14.6 billion pounds, was down
0.7 percent from December 2008.  The December revision
represented an increase of 18 million pounds or 0.1 percent
from last month’s preliminary production estimate. Production
per cow in the 23 major States averaged 1,782 pounds for
January, 30 pounds above January 2009.

The number of  milk cows on farms in the 23 major States was
8.32 million head, 191,000 head less than January 2009, but
4,000 head more than December 2009.

F.O. 5 STATS FOR
FEBRUARY 2010:

ÂÂÂÂÂ The Uniform Price
for February 2010 was
$17.35, an increase of
$0.04 from January
2010 and $4.37 higher
than February 2009.

ÂÂÂÂÂ Total Class I Milk
for February 2010 was
328,788,782 pounds, an
increase of 3.0 million
pounds, or 0.9 percent
compared to February
2009.

ÂÂÂÂÂClass I Utilization
was 69.65 percent for
February 2010, an
increase of 0.65
percentage points from
February 2009.

ÂÂÂÂÂ Total Producer Milk
for February 2010 was
472,039,998 pounds, a
slight decrease compared
to February  2009.

Courier March 2010.pmd 3/10/2010, 10:14 AM2



2 0 0 8 2 0 0 9 2 0 0 8 2 0 0 9

A L 1 8 4 1 6 4 -1 0 . 9 N E 1 ,0 8 3 1 ,2 0 3 1 1 .1
A K 7 . 2 6 -1 6 . 7 N V 5 5 9 6 1 1 9 . 3
A Z 4 ,3 4 9 4 , 0 7 6 - 6 .3 N H 2 9 9 2 9 3 -2 .0
A R 1 8 6 1 6 4 -1 1 . 8 N J 1 6 9 1 6 1 -4 .7
C A 4 1 ,2 0 3 3 9 ,5 1 2 - 4 .1 N M 7 ,8 6 5 7 ,9 0 4 0 . 5
C O 2 ,9 3 5 2 , 8 4 0 - 3 .2 N Y 1 2 , 4 3 2 1 2 ,4 2 4 -0 .1
C T 3 6 4 3 5 5 - 2 .5 N C 8 9 2 8 8 4 -0 .9
D E 1 1 0 1 0 2 - 7 .3 N D 4 1 8 3 8 5 -7 .9
F L 2 ,0 6 0 2 , 0 7 7 0 .8 O H 5 ,1 3 0 5 ,1 9 2 1 . 2
G A 1 ,3 5 5 1 , 3 9 5 3 .0 O K 1 ,0 6 1 1 ,0 0 2 -5 .6
H I 1 8 . 5 2 1 .3 1 5 .1 O R 2 ,2 5 4 2 ,2 4 8 -0 .3
ID 1 2 ,3 1 5 1 2 ,1 5 0 - 1 .3 P A 1 0 , 5 7 5 1 0 ,5 5 1 -0 .2
IL 1 ,8 9 4 1 , 9 2 5 1 .6 R I 1 9 .9 1 9 .6 -1 .5
IN 3 ,2 8 7 3 , 3 8 3 2 .9 S C 3 2 2 3 1 9 -0 .9
IA 4 ,3 1 9 4 , 3 7 9 1 .4 S D 1 ,7 9 6 1 ,8 9 2 5 . 3
K S 2 ,4 1 5 2 , 4 8 8 3 .0 T N 9 4 8 9 0 9 -4 .1
K Y 1 ,2 1 0 1 , 1 9 2 - 1 .5 T X 8 ,4 1 6 8 ,8 4 0 5 . 0
L A 3 1 9 2 7 3 -1 4 . 4 U T 1 ,7 7 6 1 ,7 6 3 -0 .7
M E 6 0 3 5 9 6 - 1 .2 V T 2 ,5 7 6 2 ,4 6 9 -4 .2
M D 1 ,0 2 9 1 , 0 0 4 - 2 .4 V A 1 ,7 2 6 1 ,7 3 6 0 . 6
M A 2 5 4 2 4 6 - 3 .1 W A 5 ,6 9 6 5 ,5 6 1 -2 .4
M I 7 ,7 6 3 7 , 9 6 8 2 .6 W V 1 8 1 1 6 2 - 1 0 .5
M N 8 ,7 8 2 9 , 0 1 9 2 .7 W I 2 4 , 4 7 2 2 5 ,2 3 9 3 . 1
M S 2 9 1 2 5 0 -1 4 . 1 W Y 1 3 5 .7 9 9 .7 - 2 6 .5
M O 1 ,6 1 5 1 , 5 6 8 - 2 .9
M T 3 1 3 2 9 9 - 4 .5

U S 1 8 9 ,9 8 2 1 8 9 ,3 2 0 -0 .3

M il l io n  P o un d s

A n n u a l M il k  P ro d u c ti o n  b y  S ta te , 20 0 8 -2 00 9

M i l lio n P o u n d s

C h a n g e  F ro m  
2 0 0 8  %

C h a n ge  F r o m  
2 0 0 8  %S t a te  S ta te  

THE COURIERVolume 11, No. 02
Page 3

New Framework for Animal Disease Traceability, cont’d from pg 1

Nations and industry in the coming months to
address many of the details of this framework,
and giving ample opportunity for farmers and
ranchers and the public to provide us with
continued input through this process.”

One of  USDA’s first steps will be to convene a
forum with animal health leaders for the States
and Tribal Nations to initiate a dialogue about
the possible ways of achieving the flexible,
coordinated approach to animal disease
traceability we envision. Additionally, USDA will
be revamping the Secretary’s Advisory
Committee on Animal Health to address specific
issues, such as confidentiality and liability.

Although USDA has a robust system in place to
protect U.S. agriculture, with today’s

announcement, the Department will also be
taking several additional actions to further
strengthen protections against the entry and
spread of disease. These steps will include
accelerating actions to lessen the risk from
diseases—such as tuberculosis—posed by
imported animals, initiating and updating
analyses on how animal diseases travel into the
country, improving response capabilities, and
focusing on greater collaboration and analyses
with States and industry on potential disease risk
overall.

More information on USDA’s new direction on
animal traceability and the steps to improve
disease prevention and control is available at
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/traceability.
Release No. 0053.10

2009 Annual Milk Production Down 0.3% from 2008
The annual production of  milk for the U.S. during
2009 was 189 billion pounds, 0.3 percent below
2008.  Revisions to 2008 production decreased the
annual total 10 million pounds.  Revised 2009
production was up 61 million pounds from last
month’s publication.

Production per cow in the U.S. averaged 20,576

pounds for 2009, 181 pounds above 2008.  The
average annual rate of milk production per cow
has increased 13.1 percent from 2000.

The average number of  milk cows on farms in the
U.S. during 2009 was 9.20 million head, down 1.2
percent from 2008.  There was no revision to the
average number of milk cows for 2008.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where
applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s
income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination
write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Milk Market Administrator
P. O. Box 91528

Louisville, KY  40291-0528
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Phone:  502.499.0040
Fax:  502.499.8749
E-mail:  friedly@malouisville.com
TTY/Voice: 502.491.9124

APPALACHIAN MARKETING AREA
FEDERAL ORDER 5

WEBSITE:
http://www.malouisville.com

Producer 
Deliveries

Class I 
Producer 
Receipts

Class I 
Utilization

Statistical 
Uniform 

Price
Million Pounds Million Pounds Percent $/cwt

1 Northeast 1,960 855 43.6 16.26
5 Appalachian 512 358 69.9 17.31
6 Florida 265 226 85.5 19.42
7 Southeast 597 410 68.7 17.60
30 Upper Midwest 2,880 374 13.0 14.76
32 Central 1,146 366 31.9 14.88
33 Mideast 1,416 585 41.3 15.30
124 Pacific Northwest 685 193 28.2 14.88
126 Southwest 881 371 42.2 16.10
131 Arizona 357 119 33.4 15.21

All Orders 1 10,698 3,857 36.1 15.65

Federal Order

Federal Milk Marketing Order Statistics - January 2010

Spring 2010Spring 2010Spring 2010Spring 2010Spring 2010
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